Exploring

Exploring is Learning for Life's career education program for young men and women who are 14 (and have
completed the eighth grade) or 15 through 20 years old. Adults are selected by the participating
organization for involvement in the program. Color, race, religion, gender, sexual orientation, ethnic
background, economic status, and citizenship are not criteria for participation.

Exploring is a worksite-based program. Exploring's purpose is to provide experiences to help young people
mature and to prepare them to become responsible adults. Explorers are ready to investigate the meaning
of interdependence in their personal relationships and communities.

Exploring is based on a unique and dynamic relationship between youth and the organizations in their
communities. Local community organizations initiate an Explorer post by matching their people and
program resources to the interests of young people in the community. The result is a program of activities
that helps youth pursue their special interests, grow, and develop.

Post Specialties

Law Enforcement
This specialty is endorsed by the International Association of Chiefs of Police and the National
Sheriffs' Association and is helped by other national law enforcement organizations and industries.
Departments and Explorers gain firsthand knowledge of each other. Explorers can support many
community-based programs of the department. The post program is supported by national law
enforcement competitions and academies.

Crestview Police Department
Fort Walton Beach Police Department
Okaloosa County Sheriff's Office

Fire/Emergency Services.
This specialty is endorsed by International Association of Fire Chiefs, National Volunteer Fire
Council, U.S. Fire Administration National Fire Academy, and local fire authorities. Posts are
organized around interests in fire/emergency services, civil defense, first aid/ambulance corps, fire
fighting, rescue service, paramedic, EMT, and volunteer fire fighting. The national Fire/Emergency
Services Exploring committee conducts every odd number year the national Fire/Emergency
Services Exploring conference, which is open to all fire/emergency services Explorers and post
Advisors.
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